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ProHort seminars for professionals are conducted cooperatively by Urban Horticulture, University of Washington, and the

Cooperative Extension Service, Washington State University; Edmonds Community College and South Seattle Community

College also assist cooperatively.

PROFESSIONAL
PRUNING SERIES
Class Sizes Limited; Pre-

Registration Required

GROUND COVERS &
VINES

Date & Time: February 23, 8:30

to 1 1 :30 a.m.

Fee: $17

Location: Graham Visitors Center,

Washington Park Arboretum

Instructor: Ciscoe Morris, Seattle

University Grounds Manager

Study the proper procedures for prun-

ing and training ground covers and

vines from practitioner Ciscoe

Morris. A short lecture precedes field

demonstrations of pruning techniques

on WPA specimens. Course

appropriate for entry or intermediate

level professionals. Limited class

size; please pre-register.

RHODODENDRONS,
AZALEAS & CAMELLIAS

Date & Time: February 25, 8:30

to 1 1 :30 a.m.

Fee: $17

Location: Graham Visitors Center,

Washington Park Arboretum

Instructor: George Pinyuh,

Cooperative Extension Agent, WSU-
King County

Proper timing and execution are

necessary to maintain the beauty

and health of these popular

landscape plants. George Pinyuh

demonstrates pruning techniques on

Arboretum specimens following a

brief review lecture. Course

appropriate for entry or intermediate

level professionals. Limited class

size; please preregister.

DECIDUOUS SHRUBS

Date & Time: February 26, 8:30

to 1 1:30 a.m.

Fee: $17

Location: Graham Visitors Center,

Washington Park Arboretum

Instructor: Dr. Ray Maleike,

Extension Horticulturist, WSU-
Puyallup

A brief introductory lecture will re-

view techniques, tools and timing for

training, preserving and renovating

deciduous shrubs in urban land-

scapes. Dr. Maleike will provide

additional instruction through field

demonstrations on Arboretum speci-

mens. Course is appropriate for entry

or intermediate level professionals.

Limited class size; please pre-

register.

Registration Information

See Page 3

TREE APPRAISAL
WORKSHOP

Date & Time: March 26, 9 a.m.

to 4 p.m.

Fee: $35, including lunch

Location: Graham Visitors Center,

Washington Park Arboretum

Instructors: Dr. Richard Harris,

University of California- Davis;

Local Certified Arborists

This workshop is intended for professionals

who must provide tree appraisal values in

connection with tree loss, liability or budget-

ing concerns. Procedures are based on the

revised guidelines authored by the Council of

Tree & Landscape Appraises in 1992, and

supplemental regional data assembled by the

International Society of Arboriculture- Pacific

Northwest Chapter.

Appraisal Principles:

Review the development and use of

appraisal systems; discuss values de-

termined specifically for NW
species.

Appraisal Demonstration:
Observe instructor demonstrations

and then begin group practice using

the appraisal system in the field.

Participant Practice

Appraisals: Participants practice

tree appraisal skills, followed by a

review of findings and procedures

with instructors.

This workshop is made possible in part by a

grant from the Washington State Department

of Natural Resources, and will be conducted

in Seattle, Portland and Spokane.



WATER MANAGEMENT
IN COMMERCIAL
LANDSCAPES
This seminar co-sponsored with the Washing-

ton Association of Landscape Professionals.

January 22, 8:30 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.

Center for Urban Horticuture

$45, including lunch

WATER MANAGEMENT
OVERVIEW presented by Rod Bail-

ey, President & Mike McGee,

Special Projects Manager,

Evergreen Services.

A review offactors affecting water

use, and of water management pro-

gram development- including cost

benefit data and site modifications.

DESIGN FACTORS presented by

Mark Weisman, Weisman Design

Group, Seattle.-

A discussion of design factors

relevant to water conservation.

After lunch, select Track A or Track B

T A *

SOIL MANAGEMENT. Improve
landscape water management by un-

derstanding water movement and re-

tention factors in soils.

TURF MANAGEMENT presented

by Tom Cook, State Extension Turf

Specialist & Assistant Professor of

Horticulture, Oregon State

University.

Information on turfgrass water man-
agement strategies, and research us-

ing alternative (non-grass) lawns for
lowering water use & maintenance.

Track B:

WATER EFFICIENT LANDSCAPE
ORDINANCES
Regional Models by Marsha

Prillwitz, Landscape Water

Conservation Manager, California

Dept, of Water Resources,

Sacramento.

The State of California has enacted

strict ordinances impacting land-

scape water use. Are they working?

What are the problems with policies,

enforcement?

Local Models: Panel discussion.

Discussion reviewing development

and enforcement of Puget Sound
area water efficient landcsape ordi-

nances, and what to anticipate in the

future.

OTHER EDUCATIONAL
RESOURCES

South Seattle Community College

Winter Courses: Soils & Plant

Nutrition, Irrigation Systems Design,

Landscape Construction &
Specifications, Pruning, Landscape

Design 2 & 5, Horticulture Science

1 & 2. Short Courses: Landscape

Workshop, Winter Gardens, Small

Trees for Northwest Landscapes,

Introductory Bonsai. For information,

call 764-5336.

Edmonds Community College

Winter Courses: Winter Plant ID,

Soils & Plant Nutrition, Safe NW
Pesticide Management, Pruning,

Plant Propagation, Landscape

Renovation, Greenhouse Studies,

Sprinkler Design. Short Courses:

Compost & Landscape

Management, Waterwise Gardening.

For registration information, call the

college at 771-1679.

ProHort Editorial Staff:

Dave Stockdale, Coordinator

George J. Pinyuh, County Extension

Agent, Horticulture

John A. Wott, Associate Director,CUH

PERENNIAL PROFILE
by Jenks Farmer

Guara lindheimeri

Some plants are referred to as hav-

ing "secondary elegance", meaning

they are good fillers for dull spots.

Guara lindheimeri has that reputa-

tion. Guara is a tough, long-flowering

perennial that forms billowing

masses of white flowers.

While the small clumps of foliage

are indistinct, guara flowers are true

attention getters. The butterfly-like

flowers are about the size of a nickel

and hover on leafless stems that arch

and bend to gracefully fill any spot.

There are usually ten to twelve

stems in bloom at any one time, giv-

ing the plant a loose, rounded shape.

Individual flowers open up on the

stems from the tip down. Each flower

lasts only a few days, slowly fading

from white to pink before falling

cleanly from the stem. With so many

stems of flowers, the useful flow-

ering season lasts from mid-May

through October.

In its native range, Texas and Louis-

iana, and in other warm areas, the

flowering stalks of guara can grow to

unruly size and mass. In the Seattle

area it is much more tailored, reach-

ing a height and width of about two

feet.

Guara is a great container plant and

is spectacular in a pot by a dark pool

of water. The spikey stems arch over

the container and the white flowers

are doubled by the reflection in the

water. This past summer, guara was

also used effectively in the very

small containers that line the rooftop

of Pike Market.

In gardens, guara softens the transi-

tion from large shrubs to annual or

perennial plantings. Placed at in-

tervals in the border, the flowers

form an attractive gauzy top over

smaller plants.

Gaura is easy to care for. It has no

significant pest problems. It doesn't

need excessive water or fertilizer.

Long fleshy roots that store water

help it tolerate periods of drought.

Planted in containers outside the

Center for Urban Horticulture last

year, it flourished with a spring ap-

plication of Osmocote and weekly

watering. It performed just as well on

a dry, clay hillside at my home
where it was watered mostly by rain-

fall!

Beyond its beauty and ease of care,

guara is also easy to propagate.

Seeds started in March on the top of

my refrigerator had a 75% germina-

tion rate. Plants produced lots of fo-

liage the first summer and flowered

prolifically the second summer.

Stem cuttings in mid-summer are

known to root easily.

Don't let the scrappy state of nursery

produced plants fool you; guara just

doesn't seem to like small black

plastic pots. Once transplanted to the

garden or a more appropriate

container, Gaura lindheimeri quickly

fills almost any space with reliable

elegance.



PLANT PROFILE
By Timothy Hohn

Garden Waves of Grain

Unless we grew up on a farm or call

the plains states home, most of us

relate to grass as a convenient

ground cover known as the home
lawn. By way of our stomach, our

relationship with grasses in the form

of edible grains is older and more in-

seperable. Although ubiquitous under

tooth and tred, grasses are only in

the last decade becoming more

popular as garden plants.

Pacific Northwest gardeners and

landscapers may find that recom-

mendations on ornamental grasses

and other monocots are mostly based

on growing conditions quite different

from our own. With this in mind, a

small trial of ornamental grasses was

undertaken at the Center for Urban

Horticulture aided by a generous gift

from grass enthusiast and Arboretum

Foundation member Edith Collins.

Our trials were conducted on heavy

fill soil and under a spartan regime

of maintenance that included little

in the way of irrigation, fertilizer,,

and other care.

The evaluations were conducted by
V

a team with representatives having

varying demands for ornamental

plants. The team consisted of: Fred

Hoyt, site supervisor at CUH; Eric

Nelson, local grass gardener and af-

ficionado; Susanne Foster, former

proprietor of Tissues and Liners

nursery; Scott Pascoe, landscape ar-

chitect and principal of SMP
Design; and myself.

Based on trial evaluations, with con-

sideration to the growing conditions,

here is an account of a few of the

premiere performers:

Calamagrostis species. Here’s a

screaming exclamation point in the

landscape! Plants of this genus are

the most strictly upright of all the

ornamental grasses. We grew two

selections and there is some ques-

tion about the correct name for the

second of them; C. jt acutiflora

'Stricta' and C. arundinancea 'Karl

Foerster'. These two selections were

virtually indistinguishable and both

were excellent. The flowers and the

stamina of their rigid, vertical orien-

tation were impressive.
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Flowering begins in early June with

the rise of succulent stems from a

leafy base. The stems begin to form

a skyward column of vegetation re-

vealing loose, open, and feathery in-

florescences. Upon reaching six feet

or more in height, the inflorescence

becomes tawny with a purplish cast,

then fades to light buff and finally

toasty tan by late summer. From

early summer, through fall, and into

winter, the entire plant looks like a

majestic, feather-tipped column of

closely packed reeds; hence the

common name, feather reed grass.

These plants usually "stand up"

through Seattle area winters. Interest

wanes only during a brief period in

the early spring when severe

trimming above the newly emerging

shoots is necessary.

A versatile grass for the garden, it

makes a striking accent, lovely

small groups, and impressive masses

of swaying stems in sun or part

shade.

Cortaderia selloana ’Pumila'. This

pampas grass fits easily into the

smallest garden and feel right at

home. The evergreen foliage and

prominent plumes desireable in the

standard pampas grass, Cortaderia

selloana, are smaller and more

widely useable in this cultivar.

Pumila is a natural dwarf in all re-

spects. The rich-colored green fo-

liage rises to about 30 inches at ma-

turity with a dozen or more flower

spikes adding another 14 inches

when they appear in September. The

flower stalks are thick and straight,

topped by dense, bleached

inflorescences of a gauzy nature.

The inflorescence is much more

compact than those of the standard

pampas grass — a key to early

differentiation. On several occasions.

PROHORT Seminar Registration

GROUND COVERS & VINES . . $17

RHODIES/AZALEAS/CAMELLIAS ..$17
DECIDUOUS SHRUBS $17

TREE APPRAISAL WORKSHOP $35

WATER MANAGEMENT $45

TOTAL : $

Group Rates: five or more persons, less 20%. Group registrations must be

accompanied by ONE check or purchase order at least one week in advance.

Portion of fees may cover refreshments and speaker expense.

Make checks payable to the University of Washington; receipts available at

the door. Mail payment and registration to: Center for Urban Horticulture/

ProHort, University of Washington, GF-15, Seattle, WA 98195. For informa-

tion, call 685-8033.

Company Name

Address

City State Zip

Day Phone Evening Phone



I have received the standard plant

through mail order rather than the

expected dwarf. It is difficult to tell

the standard pampas grass apart from

the dwarf until they flower. Then,

even though in foliage and flower

stalk height they may be the same

size, the inflorescence of the dwarf

clone will reveal itself. After the first

season the standard plant will grow

much larger— often too late for

exchange.

'
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Cortaderia selloana 'Pumila' was

frozen to the ground in December

1990, but it came back nicely with

a fully developed tuft of foliage by

the first of August 1991. The stature

and outstanding flowers were im-

pressive to the evaluators. These

plants make good specimens for the

border or can be grouped for a most

exotic effect.

Panicum virgatum 'Rotstrahlbusch'.

This is a medium-size grass to just

over 3 feet tall with airy puffs of

flowers in late summer. The charac-

ter that elevates this panicum above

the others are the burgundy-tinted

leaves. The burgundy color of this

clone develops at the tips of the

leaves as they elongate and spread

during the season, attaining a rich,

burgundy-maroon color in August/

September on the outer half of the

foliage. Just at the brightest part of

the leafy show, the clouds of

spikelets emerge from the tallest

culms in green and wine colors.

One could make use of this grass in

much the same way as the highly-

touted and useful Japanese blood

grass, Imperata cylindrica 'Red

Baron'. An attactive difference is the

addition of the smoky red clouds of

spikelets that glow and smolder in

the backlight of a setting sun.

Panicum virgatum 'Rotstrahlbusch'

does best in full sun, thriving with

supplemental irrigation. The red

coloration is neon in backlighting

and attractive with mid/late-summer

complementary colored blooming

perennials.

Other recommended grasses and

monocots from these trials include:

Briza media, M. sinensis

'Arabesque', Carex muskingumensis

(shade), M. sinensis 'Sarabande',

Chasmanthium latifolium, M. sinen-

sis 'Strictus', Cortaderia selloana

'Gold Band', M. sinensis 'Varie-ga-

tus', Festuca cinerea 'Blauglut',

Panicum virgatum, F. cinerea

'Blausilber', 'Heavy Metal', F.

mairei, P. virgatum , Helichtotrichon

sempervirens 'Rotstrahlbusch',

Hystrix patula, Pennisetum incomp-

tum, Miscanthus oligostachyus

(ground cover), P. orientale, Stipa

gigantea..

The Center for Urban Horticulture is

dedicated to excellence in research,

teaching, and public service in urban

horticulture.

To reprint material from this publica-

tion, obtain permission from the edi-

tor and cite ProHort.
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